
optlons exist for both ofthese equipment needs. The use of advanced frequency and
modulation-agile RF generation and amplification circuitry will be required to o"scss
fully the frequency/power/time envelope ofRF heating profiles requir;d. Although much
equipment is cornmercially available, it is likely that custom hadware and software will
be necessary because available equipment has not been designed with the need for
frequ€ncy/intensily variability, which w.ill probably be needed for safety purposes. In
addition, the design of antennas and other energy-directing structues wili almost
certainly involve unique configurations. Since this technology utilizes radiofiequency
energy, it can be defeated by the use of shielding provided by conductive bariers like
metal or metal screen.

Ircapacitating Effect: Microwave Hearirg

Microwave hearing is a phenomenon, descdbed by human observem. as. the sensations of
buzzing, ticking, hissing, or knocking sounds that originate within or imrnediately behind
the head. There is no sound propagatilg through the air like nomal sound. This
technology in its crudes! form could be used to distract ildividuals: ifrefined. it could
also be used to communicate with hostages or hostage takeN directly by Morse code or
other message systems, possibly €ven by voiae commudcation.

Biological Target/Normsl Functiotrs/Disease State

This technology makes use ofa phenomenon first described in the literature over 30 vears
ago. Different t)?es ofsounds were heard depending on the particulars ofthe pulse
characteristics. Vaf,ious experiments wer€ performed on humans and laboratorv animals
exploring the origin ofthis phenomenon. At this time, virtually all investigators who hrve
studied_the phelomenon now accept thermoelastic expansion ofthe brain,-the pressurc
wave ofwhich is rcceived and processed by the cochlear microphonic system,io hc tlrc
mechanism ofacoustic perception ofshort pulses ofRF energy. One study (in 1975)
usilg human volunteers, identilied the threshold energy ofmicrowave-auditory rcsponscs
in humans as a function ofpulse width for 2450 MHz radioftequency energy. it is also
found that about 40 J/cmz incident energy density per pulse wai required. 

-'

Mechanism to Produce the Desired Effects

After the phenomenon was discovercd, several mechanisms were suggested to explain the
hearing ofpulsed RF fields. Thermoelastic expansion within the brain in rcsponse to RF
pulses was flrst studied and demonstnted in inert matedals fid was Droposed as the
rnechanism ofhearing ofpulsed RF fields. A presstlre wave is generited in most solid
and liquid materials by a pulse ofRI energy--a pressurc wave that is seveml orders of
magnitude larger in amplitude than that resultilg from radiation pressure or from
elecnoslrictive lorces. The characteristics ofthe field-induced coihlear microohoruc rn
guinea pigs and cats. the relationship ofpulse duralion and ltu-eshold. phvsicri
measurements in water and in tissue-simulating materials, as well as numerous theoretical
calculations-all point to thermoelastic expansion as the mechanism ofthe hearins
Dhenomenon.


